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From the Editor

Reading through this edition of Grapevine, |
have been struck by the impact and influ-
ence of individuals, both past and present.
We as a fellowship benefit in so many ways,
from the actions of people, without even
realising it.

A song that meant so much to many of us
during lockdown was The Blessing, which is
based on the priestly blessing in Numbers
6:24-26 (NIV)

“The Lord bless you
and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.”

It also has another section:

May His favour be upon you
And a thousand generations
And your family and your children
And their children, and their children

Deuteronomy 9:9 says “Know therefore that
the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful
God, keeping his covenant of love to a thou-
sand generations of those who love him and
keep his commandments.”

The vision of the founders of Romford Bap-
tist Church, followed by faith and sacrifice to
build such a large church in a prominent
position has borne so much fruit over the
past 90 years, and | pray that our vision and
investments in terms of time, prayer, giving
and dedication will continue to bear fruit into
the future, as we love and follow Christ.
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Bernd’s page

Reflections

As | reach the end of my second term
as a deacon, | was thinking about all
that we have lived through - world
wide and within our Church. We have
seen Britain leave Europe, witnessed
President Trump come and go (and
come again), endured a pandemic that
introduced us to the joys and frustra-
tions of Zoom - | had a about a 3 sec-
ond “drive” to the Leadership Meet-
ings. It is difficult to remember a time
before Zoom.

Personally, | think one of the most pro-
found changes has been that we
stream our services; this has extended
our Church’s reach. What once was a
broadcast for members alone has be-
come a global ministry, open to any-
one willing to watch. To date, our ser-
vices have been viewed in over 50
countries, spanning continents and
cultures. The thought that our mes-
sage has touched lives from Australia
to Zimbabwe reminds me that faith
knows no borders.

One rather unexpected impact of our
online presence came after the pan-
demic, when a former member now
living in America cited our Church’s
example to justify communion without
physical gathering. It is remarkable
how far our practices and discussions
can ripple outward, shaping conversa-
tions in ways we never imagined.

One of the unexpected joys of being a
deacon has been the Leadership meet-
ings. I'll admit, after a long day at work,
the thought of yet another meeting
rarely excites me. Yet, | have never
once walked away thinking, well, that

was terrible. Quite the opposite - our
meetings are warm, jovial, and filled
with laughter (yes, even with agendas
in hand). We receive our “party packs”
of papers in advance. And while deci-
sions are made, these meetings never
fail to reinforce the friendship and uni-
ty that underpin our leadership.

| have often thought about the 90:10
rule - that in many churches, 90% of
the work is carried by 10% of the peo-
ple. Romford Baptist Church is no
different. Let me be clear this is not
meant to guilt trip anyone! Life is busy,
circumstances vary, and not everyone
can commit the time and reading. Serv-
ing on the Leadership Team is a time
commitment.

So, what's next for me? Well, thankfully
much like Jumoke, we haven't been
cast out completely. I'll continue work-
ing on the Church website and on
Grapevine. Assuming, of course, that
the Editor doesn’t decide my tenure
should end there too!

As | step back from the Leadership
Team, a role | took on willingly. I am
grateful that | was given the opportuni-
ty to be a servant for Christ and a serv-
ant for and to Romford Baptist Church.
Serving has been filled with lessons,
laughter, and a deep sense of belong-
ing. This Church is more than just a
building - it is a family, bound by faith,
friendship, and a shared mission.

Thank you for giving me the opportuni-
ty.

Bernd Schulte



Foodbank

the
trussell

trust

In 2024 our Foodbanks gave out 5144
parcels of food to residents within our
community here. A “normal” reaction
to that would be “oh wow that's amaz-
ing?”, and whilst it is great we have
been able to provide that support, our
reaction should be: “What can we do to
reduce and stop the need for food-
banks?”.

That was the challenge and conversa-
tion of the day at Trussell's Rolling
Roadshow for 2025. Alison and | spent
a day with other Foodbanks looking at
the challenges and opportunities for
Foodbanks over the next 5 years. The
day started with a time of prayer,
which gave us the grounding for the
day. We were encouraged, shared ide-
as and got to know others who had
the same heart and compassion that
we do for those in need of Foodbanks.
We both left the day feeling and know-
ing we are part of a wider collection of
people across the UK wanting to make
a change.

There were two stand-out quotes of
the day that have been left with me,
one which was a quote from Desmond
Tutu: “We've got to stop fishing people
out of the water, we need to go up
stream and see why they are falling in”.
How does that relate to Foodbanks?
The Foodbank can't be the solution,
we need to see what is leading them
to the foodbank and what can be done

Food bank

to stop people needing the foodbanks.

That does seem very overwhelming
against the contrast of life in 2025 and
volume of people accessing food-
banks, but that also leads to my sec-
ond quote: “Stubborn hope - remain
stubborn in your hope that things will
change”.

It's been nearly two years since the
Collier Row and Romford Foodbanks
moved under Romford Baptist Church
Community Care (RBCCC) and we will
be starting to look at the next stage of
the foodbanks, i.e. a Foodbank is more
than just the food, it is giving those
who use them dignity, and support to
deal with their everyday solutions.

You were all brilliant in responding to
the Lent appeal, but we still ran out of
certain foods just a few weeks later,
which shows the need for support is
ongoing. There are still regular ways
you can get involved:

e Pray - our Foodbanks are held on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays,
please pray on those days, pray for
the volunteers, pray for those who
attend the foodbank and pray that
the food doesn't run out.

e Please select an item from the food-
bank list: the weekly notice sheet
lists what essential items are need-
ed that week. When you are shop-
ping, please if you can select an
item and bring it down to RBC.

e Alternatively, contribute a regular
form of financial donation to the
foodbank, either through the offer-
ing bags, the card machine in The

(Continued on page 6)



BiblE

A short story from the Bible

Ruth chapters [ and 2

It can be read. nthe Bible in

When famine came to Bethiehem, Elume lech
took his famdly to the nearby country of
Moab. The two sons marr ied local gurts.

But Elimelech and his sons | |Naomc told her daughters-in-| |The girls cried,
died, leaving Naomi, Orpah | |law she was returncng to and Orpah left,
and Ruthas widows.[— | |Bethiehem. but Ruth stayed.

|(Go back to your parents” homes)

i

(I will stay withyou. Your

people and your God will
W@L_—J

)

(CaLme'Mara' not ‘Naomc *j

because God has made my
ufe butter

I'So Naom: and Ruth
went back to Bethlehem.

" Naom: means 'Pleasant'
Mara' means 'Biiter’

It was the start of the
barley harvest. Roor people
were allowed to glean- to
puck up the ears of grain
that had been
dropped. Ruth
went out
toglean.

She piked afield,

The fields owner, Bodz, arrved

asked (f she could
gteo;( n,thenworked

(Who's that gért?

‘Al aill

—
-

S

i

Thats Ruth, who
came from Moab with Naom. .

%

, AL
Boaz told Ruth
She was welcome
to Work in hes fields.

el

He told her to joun his
workers at Lunch-time,

Ruth worked hardl andtook
home a huge bag of grawn.

and made sure she had
more than enough to eat.

(

worked i Boaz’s field )

a5 A,

Ruth worked all through
the barley and wheat

“J(He is a near reative) P




(Continued from page 4)
Meeting Place or by standing order

e Speak to Alison about other ways
you can help, volunteering either at
one of the Foodbanks, helping with
the dating and sorting of the dona-
tions and other tasks, including ad-
min, that need to be done within
the “background” of the Foodbanks

Why should you get involved? We read
in the Bible: “Love your neighbour as
yourself” - the people who use the
Foodbank are our neighbours, in the
same way we would hope and want
someone to help us, we should show
help to them.

Haley Ayris

Thomas England

Many of you will know that a group of
rather ‘ancient’ Girl Guides are often
gathered in ‘The Meeting Place’, so
should not be surprised when the
tracking skills of our founder B.P. re-
cently found a useful occupation at
Romford Baptist Church.

It all started when eagle-eyed Valerie
spotted this foundation stone inserted
in the outside right-hand wall of the
church. After reporting her find to her
Trefoil Guild friends, they then started
on a quest which has revealed the sto-

ry of an interesting man - a discreet
and amazingly generous Christian ben-
efactor who has enriched the lives of
many in Romford's past and, through
his legacy, continues to do so today.

Born in York-
shire, Thom-
as England

came to
Romford as a
young man

to work as a
pharmacist in
the shop on
the  corner
opposite to

the ‘Golden
Lion' on the
High Street.

He eventually
bought the shop and through his in-
dustry and acute business acumen, he
was able to invest in land, which from
the early 20" century he saw would
become the drivers of profit. Of
course, those instincts proved correct
and becoming a very wealthy man, he
then set about generously helping the
local community.

For many years he gave his time either
advising or formally serving on Rom-
ford Council when land for building

(Continued on page 7)



(Continued from page 6)

flourished between the wars. He also
had a vision of green spaces stretching
across the borough connecting Rapha-
el Park to Bedfords Park; and this was
fulfilled by Thomas England’s donation
of nearly 25 acres of land to create
Rise Park - a walking corridor created
in 1937 which has since been enjoyed
by generations of many young people
and happy families.

Fortunately, Thomas England and his
wife Esther were a pair well suited.
Working together, with Christian ideals
as practicing Methodists, they used
their good fortune for many causes
besides parks, scout halls and new
church buildings. They were always
discreet, often their name was not giv-
en as the donor and even after death,
it is not the name ‘England’ that is
used for the continuance of their lega-

cy.

Search out the name ‘Norwood &
Newton Settlement’ and you will find
just how many churches are the bene-
ficiaries of their Christian generosity,
for by using the maiden names of
both their mothers, Thomas & Esther
England continue to help churches in
Havering and many out of the bor-
ough.

... and for the Trefoil Guild, well we are
off to try to spot more evidence of
similar good works.

Deirdre Marculescu

Romford Trefoil Guild.

15" June 2025

* (Submitted by
I Olive Wenborn)

Girlguiding

Smile Lines

Day trip?

A north country choirmaster was re-
hearsing the hymns for Sunday, telling
the choir the hymns they were to sing,
and the tunes to which they were to
sing them. He concluded the list and
said, “Now then, ‘Come ye that love the
Lord’, to Southport!”

A moment later a voice called out,
“Where are you tekking trest of us
then?”

*kkkk

Baptism

The vicar announced that an additional
font would soon be placed in the
church, so that babies could be bap-
tised at both ends.

*kkkk

Vote carried

The vicar was ill in hospi-
tal and so the church-
Il warden went to visit. Try-
ing to cheer him up, the
churchwarden said: “We
missed you at PCC last
night. We even put forward a resolu-
tion to wish you a speedy recovery. It
was passed by 14 votes to 12.”

*kkkk

Getting ready

Two children watched their grand-
mother reading her Bible. “Why does
she do that?” whispered one. “I expect

(Continued on page 9)



“Now Jesus was prayingin a
certain place, and when He
had finished, one of His | VY=
disciples said to Him,
“Lord, teach us to pray..” W

And He said to them,
“When you pray, say...."

2P0 1>\

( Mouse Makes

OQur__
in__ , DTEOPRGOD
hallowed be your FEEBREAD.I
————'Voucfome OMGTOPPGS rilinte
your ____bedone, RPWRTEOLC mn
on__ _ _ asitisin GTLEENWOI the Lord's
—————— |AOSCTERP Prayer
Give us today our daily VTRPTARYL then find
_____ . them and
_______ us our EIDAINAME these extra
S _ asweforgive NOSSOCDAS udbsinthe
those who sin against us. ENPSNEVFW wordsearh:
Lead us notinto SKPEVILAI LORD’S PRAYER
DISCIPLES
B TR STRSINSTL
whom .  YNAEARTHL o
For the kingdom, % GYHEAVEN ‘xg?;?
the and I DEL I VERE peveness
the are FORG I V E V E 1respasses
yours now and forever. AMENWOR L D PROTECTION
Amen I LFLJESUS REPENTANCE
The versions of The Lord’s Prayer ||
we say today come from the Read
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. 9
Which version do you
use in your church?

July25 © deborah noble « parishpump.co.uk



(Continued from page 7)

she's studying for her final exams,”
came the reply.

*kkk*

Life choice

A small boy returned from Sunday
School in tears. When questioned by
his mother for the reason of his dis-
tress, he gulped: “Jesus wants me for a
sunbeam, but | want to be an engine
driver.”

*kkkk

No worries

A 102-year-old lady was asked if she
had any worries about the future. She
replied: “Not since | got my eldest son
into an old people’s home.'

*kkkk

What exactly is ‘a lie’?

A little boy was asked in a school exam
to explain what ‘lying’ is. He wrote: “A
lie is an abomination unto the Lord,
but a very present help in trouble.”

*kkk*k

Open wide

A lady was very nervous about her ap-

pointment at the dentist. She sought
courage from her Bible. The verse her
finger landed on was Psalm 81:10:
‘Open thy mouth wide and | will fill it

*kkkk

Vatican

Once asked how many people worked
in the Vatican, Pope John XXIII replied:
“Oh, about half.”

*kkkk

Preaching hazards

Showing your new parish that you are
a forceful preacher may not always be
a good idea, as the Revd Sydney Smith
found out when he first arrived at All
Saints Church in Foston in 1806.
“When | began to thump the pulpit
cushion on my first coming to Foston,
the accumulated dust of 150 years
made such a cloud that for some
minutes | lost sight of the congrega-
tion.”

The deadline for the
October 2025/November 2025 edition of the
Grapevine is
Sunday 15 September 2025
Please give any items to Cheryl Schulte, or email them
to Cheryl at:
grapevine@romfordbaptist.org.uk




Wedding Blessing of John and Melanie Brannon

Morning Church. Mel and | have been
married for just under 3 years. In this
short time, Mel has had a relation-
ship breakdown with her parents and
her eldest son, as well as other influ-
ences trying to break up our mar-
riage, To add to this, | lost my mum to
cancer, and last year | was diagnosed
with prostate cancer myself. Thank-
fully I had major surgery and thanks
to the Lord | was given a second
chance of life. 19 months ago we
moved to Collier Row from Leigh on
Sea. | felt the Lord was behind our

25 May 2025

decision to start afresh and start a new
journey. Despite all the obstacles put
in our way, our marriage has remained
strong. We are here today to express
gratitude for our union and specifically
ask for divine guidance, love, patience,
understanding, and strength to navi-
gate life together. We're grateful that
you are all here today in the house of
the Lord to witness our blessing.

Thank you
John Brannon



Holiday at Home
17" to 19" June 2025

17-19th June 2025 saw over 70 of our
older generation come together for
three days of activities under the
theme of 'Maybe it's because I'm a
Londoner'. From wonderful lunches,
(although some weren't too sure about
the hot eels and liquor that accompa-
nied the pie and mash) to quizzes,
learning about 3 Londoners who made
a big difference to the lives of many
others, and lots of time to chat, a good

o g

time was had by all. The Pearly King
and Queen, as well as the Deputy Lieu-
tenant of Havering, were fascinating
speakers and Martin led our final ses-
sion together with a singalong, includ-
ing London songs and old time favour-
ites seeing some of those present get-
ting up and dancing. Huge thanks to
all involved who made it such a special
time together.

Vikki Bunce




JESUs OFTEN TOLD
l e STORIES WITH
HIDDEN MEANINGS

doctor and
the
ill person

ON ONE OCCASION JESUS CALLED
MATTHEW - A TAX COLLECTOR TO
BE HIS FOLLOWER.

JESUS EVEN WENT TO
MATTHEW'S HOME.

BUT JESUS EXPLAINED
THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT
TO TALK TO EVERYONE!

THIS SET PEOPLE'S TONGUES
WAGGING. THEY THOUGHT JESUS
WAS LETTING THE SIDE DOWN!

"PEOPLE WHO ARE WELL DO
NOT NEED A DOCTOR"

pocic

“NOT ANIMAL SACRIFICES!" see Matthew Ch. 9 v.9-13




The JESUS OFTEN TOLD
STORIES WITH
Tale of the HIDDEN MEANINGS

O MEN
T\E/S\//‘\YIII\\IAG ,.
| I

THEIR
PRAYERS

ONE WAS ABOUT TWO MEN WHO
WENT TO THE TEMPLE TO PRAY

THE OTHER WAS A TAX

MAN IN JESUS' DAY!).

-

LTl
= N
f//(//}/)/f} %}/

ONE WAS A PHARISEE l
(A MAN A BIT LIKE A PRIEST)

COLLECTOR. (NOT A POPULAR

THE PHARISEE BEGAN
TO PRAY

WHAT A GREAT CHAP I I AM SOPLEASED WITH MYSELF,

ANYTHING WRONG!!

LIKE THIS TAX COLLECTOR!

AM! I NEVER DO ESPECIALLY AST AM NOT A'SCOUNDREL,

BUT THE TAX
COLLECTOR COULDN'T

EVEN RAISE HIS HEAD

DEAR GOD... T AM VERY SORRY!
PLEASE FORGIVE ME FOR
ALL THE WRONG THINGS

I HAVE DONE.

IT WAS THE TAX COLLECTOR,
NOT THE PHARISEE, WHOSE
PRAYERS WERE HEARD!

JESUS EXPLAINED -
'DON'T BE PROUD WHEN YOU
PRAY - INSTEAD BE HUMBLE'".

)



@ P It was fifty days since Passover,
and Jews from many countries
H had come to Jerusalem to
Y R celebrate Passover. As the
Apostles were gathered
RYP together the Holy Spirit
( P GE carI:e ubpon them ancli( '
WIND they began to speak in
PENTECOST « WIND « FIRE H A T L Og;i“:gg#ﬁges é)
HOLY ¢ SPIRIT « TONGUES * RESTED S enabled them.
JERUSALEM ¢ JEWS * GALILEANS J EW The crowd that
HEAR * LANGUAGE * ARAMAIC + GREEK GCHUP were listening
bHEBREW'PARTHIANS'MEDES A O E H J were amazed
ELAMITES * MESOPOTAMIA as they heard
JUDEA + CAPPADOCIA + PONTUS L S AEU \aboutGod
ASIA « PHRYGIA « PAMPHYLIA CI TRGP '”IEEZ'L:S‘J""&”
EGYPT ¢ LIBYA* CYRENE ’
ROME * CRETANS PALIBYA]/ How many
ARABIANS * GOD LGREEKPRE P::é’rls
[L.!_!ﬂ LANGUAGETT R\ paieved
READ | C RETAN S O RHU abndM{erz
A S/ACUJCLAS I ATI S [oniy
' LRGRPAMPHYTULIAA
HAJEMPPHYLFONL é)
SMESOPOTAMI ASE
HPARTHANSGLROPM
Ol | JEEDTC CYRENE s
LRCUDLOUHEBREW KNOW?
YI ADOACSWBGOD The Bible or
LTDEBMI AEEIKM parts of the Bible
h b
ARABIANSEIJE transla’?:(? izgzvovef;g,OOO
GYNOTONGUTES different languages since it
MEDES SYZPAR wasﬁrstwrittenin
ESSHM i/

Jun250 deborah noble ¢ parishpump.co.uk
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Monday
9:30am

12:00-2:00pm

Tuesday
10:00am
10.30am

2:00-3.30pm
8:00pm
7:45pm

Wednesday
10:00-11:15am
12:45pm
7:45pm

Thursday
10:00am

10:00-11:00am
11:00am-3:00pm
7:30-9:00pm

Friday
10:00am

Sunday

10:30am
6:00pm

Current Church Activities

Amaze support group for parents and carers of children
with additional needs (usually 1** Monday in the month)
Foodbank (donations can be dropped off at other times)

Needlecraft Group

Amaze Adults support group for adults with additional
needs

Treasure Times

Prayer meeting on Zoom

RBC Worship Team meet

Parent and Toddlers
Prayer
Life Groups

Thursday morning Life Group, alternate Thursdays
(please call church office for dates)

‘Come and join us for a chat, 1°* and 3" Thursdays
Holiday at Home - for over 65s, usually termly
Youth Club (alternate weeks)

Craft Group in the Meeting Place

Morning Worship in the building and online
Evening Worship in the building and online

If you have any regular church activity which you would like to

have included, please let the editor know.




"[t's not a new stained-glass window —
the Y outh Club put its skateboard ramp
too close to the church's west wall!"



